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MWON Background

o Started in 2004 in Fcnnsglvania

- E_x‘:)andcd into other areas of the Mid»-
Atlantic chion in 2006

— [ocused on “underserved” communities

— Not much Funding available for full cxPansion

* 2009,/2010 ~focus is on building
Partncrships



~ Largc target audience

- | ittle Protection of Private
water sgstems

~ Onlg about 6% of Private well
owners are lﬂaving their water tested
annua"g

- Water tests indicate water qualitg
Problems

- Uninformed homeowners may fall victim
to unethical businesses



hc Workshops

«| think this is a fantastic,
Productivc and beneficial

attcmPt to make a |asting
imPact on ourglobal
environment from a local

Perspcctive. T hanks?”




T he Traiﬂing

e Private water system basics

e Proper well construction &
location

e\Wellhead protection

eDrinking water standards

e \Water testing & interpretation

e \Water treatment

e\Water conservation




\/\/ho are the \/oluntecrs’?

e Residents with individual water qualitg Problems
° Members of watershed groups

. Frogcssionals in the field
-state agencies, cooperative extension educators,

watershed spccia]istsj geo]ogists, health depar’cmcnt staff
e [Tarmers

o Eéucators

\/arious other individuals
—real estate agents and

medical Promcessionals




\/\/l’\at Does a Master \/\/e” Owner Do?

e [ ducate > 100 Peop!e within

two years

e Submit reports to the MWON

(_oordinator

o Spread the word about
Cooperative I” xtension services and

Pub]ications

e ["ix and/or maintain their own

Private water sgstem Properlg

Master Well Owner Accomplishment Report

Please fill out the following form to tell us about completed et
you submit this form. Thanks!

1. Please select your name from the alphabetical list.
W

¥ 2, In what county of Pennsylvania did this activity take place?
w

3. When did this activity occur?
MM DD WYYy

Diate of activity I_l _l

4, Approximately how many hours did you spend on this activity?

5. What type of activity did you accomplish {check all that apply)?
[ Individual consultation

Presentation to a group

Table-tep display use

Mewspaper ornewsletterarticle

Other [please specify)

6. How many people were educated?

7. How many addresses or emails did you collect from those that were
the reporting web site?




What has MWON accomplishecj?

e Much success in PA !

~approx. 400 Pcoplc have gone through training and rcPorts show
20,000+ have been educated

e Success in FA has lead to exPansion into Mid-Atlantic
chion

~ MWON volunteers now exist in FA, DI, MD, VA, and WV
- VA now has their own MWON Coordinator

° MWON has won 2 national awards!

~ 2005 Grouncl Watcr Frotcction Awarcl through the National
Ground Water Association

~ 2007 I© ducation and Fublic Service Award tlﬁroug!"l the

(niversities (Council on \WWater Resources



USing MWON \/olunteers to

Assist with Kesearch on

e |72 Master \/\/e” Owners

Participatecj in the sampling

e 701 Private water well samPlcs

collected statewide

o Roughlg 50% of all wells tested
failed to meet at least one
érinking water standard

. Fincj report at
httP://www.ruraIPa.org/drinking__'watcr___c]ualitg.PdF



2 | Location of 701 Private Wells
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172 volunteers collected samples, Of the 701 well samples, 79 were from MWON volunteer Wells and

622 were homeowner Wells




Does Awareness | ranslate to Action?

° 76% of homeowners with wells that failed standards took
some action within six months to solve the Problem

e Actions included removing source of Po”ution, imProving
well construction, buying ottled water, insta”ing treatment

. Example — 10% of wells contaminated with bacteria were
solved 59 insta”ing sanitary well cap, ch]orinatirzg well
and/or removing a source of Po”ution




I uture \/\/ork In Marglané

. Continue to cxpanc! the MWON program
throughout Mary!and and the Mid~Atlantic Region

o (_reate new Par’merships to assist with program expansion and

imProve program qualitﬂ N MD

e (_reate chional Resources

I. Creation of a Privatc water system manual for homeowners (basecl on

the MWQON homeowner guidebook for PA)

2. Creation of a Private water system online course and Portable

Cl&SS!"OOm
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http://mwon.cas.psu.edu/

Questions?

Stephanie S. Clemens
Mid-Atlantic Water Program
MWON Regional Coordinator
814-865-2250
mwon@psu.edu
sclemens@umd.edu

Applying knowledge to improve water quality

e Mid-Atlantic

@  Regional Water Program
-

A Partnership of USDA CSREES
& Land Grant Colleges and Universities


mailto:mwon@psu.edu
mailto:sclemens@umd.edu
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